
Orangeville and District Horticultural Society 
General Meeting Minutes 

Seniors Centre - 26 Bythia Street 
Tuesday, April 14, 2026 
Vivian Petho - President   

 
 
1. Meeting Opened by Vivian Petho 

O Canada, Land Acknowledgement 
 
2.  Housekeeping and Announcements:   

a.​ Welcome to guests -several, guests encouraged to join 
b.​ OHA Earth Day, April 24, presentation with Mark Cullen, online presentation from 7-8:30 
c.​ District 7 April AGM information: Saturday April 25, 2026  9:30-12:30 Moorefield 

Community Centre 15 Ball Ave, Moorefield 
d.​ Deborah Powell reminded members of 10% discount (living items) at Canadian Tire 

Garden Centre and demonstrated Weedcomb.com 
e.​ Friendship Gardens Plant Sale May 30, 8:30-11 

Horticultural Society Plant Sale at the Hockley Holding Garden, May 30 - June 5, 
10am-4pm, bring a guest 

f.​ Hidden Gems Garden Tour “Grand Views of Grand Valley” –  (June 18) –Laura Austin 
explained the need to sign waiver. Looking for volunteers (greeters, parking attendants, 
bakers, hospitality area; volunteers will receive a free ticket and a personal guided tour 
on June 17; tickets $20 and available for sale at April, May and June meetings 

g.​  Presentation by Laura Austin and Trish Symons – OHA Award of Merit to Ann Atzori  
for her outstanding contributions in the advancement of horticulture and will be 
 presented at OHA meeting in Oshawa on July 25 

      h.   Coach Trip –Barb Ackerman July 15, $100, Kimberley General Store, Kimberley Valley    
            Farms, the Utopia Market 
       i.  Thanked April treat volunteers. May Treat Volunteers: Michelle LeBlanc, Janine Nagy and  
              Nikki Polzin   
       j.  Karen Jones updated members on York Street and an upcoming meeting with the town  

about a historical designation on April 27 
      k. ​ Facts in Five  -Ann Atzori and Trish Symons offered clarification on two flower show  
            categories:  miniature displays and water design 
 
3.  Donna McAvoy introduced Credit Valley Conservation (Alicia Robinson and Alana Svilans) - 
”Control Invasive Species on your Property”  
A plant is considered invasive when it begins to have a negative impact on public health, the 
environment or economy 
CVC prefers to use mechanical control types but there are situations that require chemical 
actions.  With private homeowners, many species can be controlled by consistent and thorough 
labour intensive actions (dig, pull and/or mow) but there are times when professionals will need 
to be called 

http://weedcomb.com


Free of charge they will come out to assess private properties.  
 
Donna McAvoy thanked speakers.  
 
4.  Draw Table: Barb Ackerman drew for items 
 
Meeting Adjourned:  8:30pm  
Next Meeting – Tuesday May 12, 2026 
 
 
 


